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Is that the^idea? If so, I don't like it. We should all be
murdered in our beds. For what is to restrain criminals
except punishment?'
Shaw's answer is that wrongdoers shall by no means be
free to do as they like. The way to deal with such people
effectively, and yet without punishing them, was suggested
to Bernard Shaw in a practical way when he was a boy in
Ireland. He was out one day with an uncle who had with
him an old gun-dog, trained, intelligent, and a good worker,
who on this occasion suddenly failed, and failed repeatedly.
The uncles realizing that the dog's usefulness was finished,
shot it through the head. The incident made a great
impression on the youthful Shaw: it was his first lesson in
what dictators call liquidation. Though in this particular
instance usefulness had ceased by reason of old age, the
same principle applies to cases where usefulness ceases by
reason of crime. Indeed the principle is already applied to
animals. We do not punish dogs who will not stop biting
people: we destroy them. If we punish them, by stupidly
chaining them up or beating them, they only become more
ferocious when we release them. In its results, the shoot-
ing of Shaw's uncle's dog was equivalent to the gallows on
the human plane; the dog was put out of the way just as
the criminal undergoing capital punishment is put out of the
way. To make the two liquidations equivalent in method,
however, we should have to turn our barbarous gallows and
guillotines into lethal chambers at least as comfortable as
hospital wards,; and to make them equivalent in motive, we
should have to cast from our hearts all ideas of revenge and
retribution, and simply and dispassionately decide on the
most painless, expeditious, and economical way of ridding
society of individuals judged intolerable.
But who is to judge ? Who is to say where the line is
to be drawn between the tolerable and the intolerable?
That is the real problem. It is the only problem. And
not even Shaw can solve it, because different communities
will want to draw the line at different points. Some will
want to abolish the death sentence altogether, others will
want to apply it differently, and others to extend it. In a
community which undertook the breeding of virtue as a